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OFFICERS IN THE SPOTLIGHT
We Salute You!

Treasurer Arnold Schectman 
Arnold Schectman was raised in the 

wonderful suburban community of Bedford-
Stuyvesant in Brooklyn, NY. His parents 
owned and operated a local candy store with 
a soda fountain. By nine years old, Arnold 
had already made a name for himself as the 
maker of “the best milk shakes in Brooklyn”.

Arnold was 14 years old at the start of 
World War II. He was too young to enlist, 
but he did work with other teenagers on the 
dairy farms in the Catskill Mountains of 
New York milking cows and pitching hay to 
replace the men who left for the war. As a 
true patriot and on his 18th birthday, Arnold 
enlisted in the Navy in November 1945. 

He completed his training as a corps-
man and was sent to Camp Lejeune in 1946 
to join the recently reactivated 2D Marine 
Division. Arnold fi t in with his unit, Charlie 
Company, 1st Battalion, 8th Marines. Well, 
not necessarily right away. Told where the 
NCOs sit at the regimental mess hall, the 
baby-faced, third-class Schectman complied. 
“What the hell are you doing sitting here at 
the NCO table, doc?” the gruff corporals and 
sergeants, WW II vets, bellowed. “This is 
where they told me to sit!” the unrelenting 
Schectman announced. The NCOs backed 
off. One of Schectman’s best friends turned 
out to be a Marine sergeant by the name of 
Baker. Baker, a practical joker, was captured 
on Wake Island and worked in a Japanese 
shipyard until the end of the war. Get Arnold 
to tell you some Sergeant Baker stories the 
next time you see him.

Once discharged Arnold went to Fort 
Worth, TX, attended Texas Christian Uni-
versity, met his lovely wife Ethel at a dance 
in Dallas, and received his undergraduate 
degree in 1951. Arnold returned to New York 
and earned his Master’s degree from New 
York University two years later. He consid-
ered making a career in New York with a 
large retailer, but when the opportunity arose 
to buy his own variety store in Fort Worth 
across the street from his alma mater, the 
entrepreneur side of Arnold took him south 
for good.

After 10 years Arnold started dabbling 
in real estate. Building duplexes, renovating 
others and renting them became an all-con-
suming avocation. Soon he had his broker’s 
license and was in real estate full time until 
retirement in 1995.

At about that time the dedicated-veteran 
side of Arnold Schectman surfaced. In 1998 
he joined our association; he became the 
Commander of the Jewish War veterans 
for two years; accepted the position as our 
treasurer since 2001; and he was chapter 
president of the SMDA Texas chapter for 
two one-year stints. While head of the Texas 
chapter, he raised money for and presented a 
plaque on behalf of the 2d Marine Division 
at the National Museum of the South Pacifi c 
in Fredericksburg, TX. As our Treasurer, 
Arnold has exceeded his own set goal of rais-
ing 6% interest per year for our scholarship 
and endowment funds. We are extremely 
grateful for his superb work.

Happily married for 58 years, Arnold 
and Ethel have a son, Larry, and a daughter, 
Laura. Laura has blessed them with a grand-
daughter and a grandson. 


