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including the company level. General 
Steele’s objective was to have the Divi-
sion “think and move as one” all the 
while peppering his leaders with unex-
pected tactical situations.

Colonel K.O. Randel, USMC (Ret.) 
and former CO, 2d Combat Engineer Bat-
talion, recalls “King Orlo” to be “the most 
intelligent, personally gifted and forward-
thinking Marine I’ve ever known.”

When he was a lieutenant colonel, 
Lieutenant General Martin Berndt, 

USMC (Ret.) was Steele’s G-3 Plans 
officer. Steele loved challenging those 
who worked for him and tasked Berndt 
to write a Campaign Plan for the Sec-
ond Marine Division. Complimented 
by the challenge, Berndt produced 
a plan that met the CG’s satisfac-
tion. Berndt attributes that success to 
the opportunity of meeting with the 
CG throughout the development of 
the Campaign Plan and “get azimuth 
checks and additional guidance.” Gen-
eral Steele’s decorum, sense-of-humor 
and ability to articulate a thought set a 
new standard for Martin Berndt and the 
entire Division; it also demonstrated 
the role of the commander in plan-
ning and execution. Berndt assumed 
command of the 3d Battalion, 4th 
Marines a year later. Four months into 
that command, General Steele visited 
Lieutenant Colonel Berndt to person-
ally inform him that his battalion was 
to go into a cadre status. Berndt was 
most worried about the affect deactiva-
tion would have on his men. General 
Steele had a similar experience with 
the 2d Battalion, 1st Marines and 
shared it would Berndt. Lieutenant 
General Martin Berndt attributes that 
General Steele’s “personal leadership, 

demeanor, honesty and optimism to be 
calming to give him the strength neces-
sary to proceed.”

After the Marine Corps
After 35 of active duty, Steele re-

tired in Washington D.C. on 1 October 
1990, but immediately returned to 
Federal service as the Director of Secu-
rity for the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration. In 1994, he and his wife Cathy 
returned to Grass Valley to live in the 
house in which he was raised. Dur-
ing the past 14 years Steele has been a 
consultant in national security affairs 
and has worked for the Marine Corps 
Warfighting Lab, Gamma Corporation, 
the Departments of State and Home-
land Security. He has also served on 
several boards and advisory councils 
and is currently authoring a History of 
the Marine Corps Mountain Warfare 
Center. Ort has been married to his 
wife, Cathy, for 48 years. They have 
two children, son Colin who lives in 
Hilo, Hawaii and daughter Wendy who 
resides in Houston, Texas, and are the 
proud grandparents of John Del and 
Catharine Mixon and Clara Vai Steele.

FROM THE NEW SURGEON GENERAL
Dr. Vito Rao

I greatly appreciate this opportunity to introduce myself as the newly ap-
pointed Surgeon General for Second Marine Division Association. I look forward 
to a rewarding experience in serving with other national staff members in the best 
interest of our membership. 

Over the past 20-25 years I have gained considerable professional experience 
in assisting Marines from past and current wars to identify their rights, entitle-
ments and benefits provided by the Veterans Administration (VA). Today, many 
Marines returning from deployment in Iraq and Afghanistan suffer from severe 
physical trauma, such as traumatic brain injury (TBI) and post traumatic stress 
syndrome (PTSD). Additionally, they have returned with severe physical (ampu-
tations) and functional impairment. I look forward to rendering my professional 
experience to those members who may require medical assistance, such as recom-
mendations regarding eligibility for VA benefits in relation to service-connected 
compensation. In my mind the mission objective is to maximize their vocational 
and avocational functions. This will allow them to return to independent living 
and productive lifestyles. 

I know there are many programs in existence to assist our veterans. They often 
are fraught with unnecessary bureaucratic hurdles. As your Surgeon General, I 
welcome the opportunity to assist our members take advantage of the organiza-
tions designed to offer better health. I look forward to working with you. Dr. Vito Rao
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